
The Cabrillo College Foundation awarded $636,000 in emergency grants to students affected by 
the Covid-19 Pandemic and the CZU Complex fires thanks to an incredible outpouring of support 
from the community. Nursing student Gabriela was profoundly grateful for the help, “I am on track 
to graduate in December and was able to keep my standing as an honors student, thanks in part 
to the emergency grant. Thank you for extending a helping hand. It is my hope that someday I can 
safely accompany my gratitude with a warm handshake and smile.“

Helping students through times of crisis.
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The foundation provided the college with $2.5 million dollars in support 
last year on behalf of our friends and neighbors in the community.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE

“It’s been a challenging year for all of us; everyone has 
been impacted by the events of the year. I’m so impressed 
and grateful to all of those who have stepped up to support 
our students. We have been able to help so many, because 
of you.”

 — Eileen Hill  
Cabrillo College Foundation Executive Director

“Since I was a student in 1964, through my 36 year tenure 
as faculty member and executive administrator, I’ve always 
believed the magic of Cabrillo is what happens between 
the teacher and the student in the classroom, wherever 
that may be.

Our work at the foundation is more critical than ever, so 
that we can support the faculty, staff, and students through 
this difficult moment.”

 — Claire Biancalana  
Cabrillo College Foundation President

“Our students faced an unprecedented hardship from 
both the pandemic and the wildfires this year. I’m deeply 
grateful that the foundation was able to rally support from 
the community to provide a safety net for those affected. 
Thanks to the many who gave, we were able to award 
$636,000 in two rounds of emergency funding. We are 
so grateful for this support!”

 — Matt Wetstein  
Cabrillo College President
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WOMEN’S EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS (WES)

WES Committee members pictured from top right, Mara Palandrani, Tonée Picard (co-
chair), Rhonda Bonett (co-chair), Cathy Conway, Freny Cooper, Patty Quillin, Lynette 
Cleland, Cynthia Druley, Corrine Flanagan, Kristin Wilson, Kate Terrell, Rachael 
Spencer (co-founder), Peggy Flynn, Angie McClellan, Sue Broadston, Karen Semingson.  
Not pictured: Peggy Downes Baskin (co-founder), Mary Culley, Pam Goodman, Kathleen Jones, 
Janet Krassow, Carolyn Parham, Bunny Tavares, Karri White, Donna Ziel

The Women’s Educational Success program — often abbreviated to WES — 
is a lifeline for so many of our students at Cabrillo. 

Students find that relatively small hardships — the cost of a book or a car repair — can make them consider dropping 
out of school entirely. WES provides quick relief with grants of up to $1,000 that are usually received the same week. 
At our first ever virtual event, recent WES recipient Jenna described the grant she received as a “breath of fresh air” 
as she struggled to continue taking STEM classes for prerequisites to apply for PhD programs in Oceanography. Laid 
off from her State Park job at Año Nuevo because of the pandemic, Jenna shared, “It’s been tough since February, 
so I was almost not going to continue. This really did make a big difference, so that I was able to focus on school. I 
really appreciate all of you that support WES.”

The WES committee, known as Best Friends, raised an awe inspiring $184,000 to support students like Jenna and so 
many others that need a little extra help to stay on track.

“Support of WES is personal for me. I grew up in a home that did not value 
education and it was not an option pursued. I had great mentors, attended 
a community college, and in the long run went on to get an MBA.  Education 
changed my life, and I wanted to give back to those where a small need 
can be met quickly.  This can make a real difference – when someone feels 
cared for they strive for a bigger and better footprint on the world.”

 — Tonée Picard, WES Co-chair 

The Wedeen Hammer 
Group at Morgan 
Stanley and The 
Sharanam Foundation 
provided a matching 
grant of $10,000 that 
matched gifts of $250, 
which encouraged 
many to increase their 
gifts — and the entire 
amount was matched!
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WOMEN’S EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS (WES)

“I needed this money when I was going to school because 
my best friend was diagnosed with stage 3 cancer and 
I was supporting her through her crisis. That one-time 
emergency fund helped me pay a larger than usual food 
and health supplies bill at the end of the month. Thank 
you so much for your fund! It was a scary time and WES 
helped me through a trying time.”

 — Devika

“At the time I received the grant from WES I was unable to 
pay my rent and sure I’d have to drop out of the Dental 
Hygiene Program. That money made all the difference 
for me. I was able to graduate and become a licensed 
hygienist!

Thank you a million times over. You made a real difference 
in my life.”

 — Carly 

“I’m a first generation college student and it has been an 
amazing accomplishment that I get to share with my parents 
who have worked in the strawberry fields all their lives.

Thank you for making a difference in my life. I’m now an 
Emergency Room nurse and love helping others.”

 — Jessica 
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PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

“We consider it an honor to support the President’s Circle at Cabrillo. We 
admire the students who are actively working to improve their lives — 
whether directly out of high school or looking for a second-chance, Cabrillo 
is an incredible resource for everyone.”

 — Paula and Duf Fischer, President’s Circle Co-chairs 

Committee Members:

Co-chairs:  
Vance Landis-Carey 
Duf Fischer 
Paula Fischer

Pegi Ard, Jim Baker, Ed Banks, Pat Barton, 
Michele Bassi, Claire Biancalana, 
Mary Blanchard, Jess Brown, Owen 
Brown, Ted Burke, Linda Burroughs, 
Ceil Cirillo, Karen Cogswell, Wally 
Dale, Linda Downing, Lee Duffus, 
Kristin Fabos, Peggy Flynn, Joel-Ann 
Foote, Mahlon Foote, DeAnne Hart, 
Rich Hart, Jackie Heald, Kent Imai, Julie 
Lambert, Marilyn Manning Lonergan, 
Richard Lonergan, Fred McPherson, 
Bob Millslagle, Kelly Nesheim, Ed 
Newman, Erica Ow, William Ow, 
June Padilla Ponce, Ginny Solari Mazry, 
Rachael Spencer, Steve Snodgrass, 
Julie Thiebaut, Rachel Wedeen, Matt 
Wetstein, Theo Wierdsma, Bjorg Yonts

The President’s Circle provides core support to the foundation, so that we 
are able to respond to students’ needs with urgency and compassion. 

President’s Circle members enjoy benefit events throughout the year. This year, events shifted to virtual events. The 
community came together over cocktails and goody bags to toast to the success of the students we serve.

We continue to transform lives through education and consider the President’s Circle a critical component to our success.

President’s Circle Members enjoy some virtual cheer!
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PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE MEMBERS 2019–2020

$15,000+

Edward Newman and Leslie Christie • Patty Quillin and Reed Hastings

$10,000+ 

Bright Horizon Fund • Esther and Gerry Levandoski • Rick and Ruth Moe •  
Miles and Rosanne Reiter • Thomas Sourisseau

$5,000+

Claire Biancalana and William Kelsay • Harry and Mary Blanchard • Barbara Canfield • John and Judy Eiskamp •  
Therese Johnson • Julie Packard • Elio and Joy Rodoni • Mary Solari • Rachel Wedeen

$2,500+ 

Phillip and Robin Adkins • Pegi and Tom Ard • Jim Baker and Nancy Millslagle • Judy Boemer • Jess Brown • Owen Brown and 
Mary Akin • Ken and Kathy Doctor • Lee and Emily Duffus • Jack Farr • Duf and Paula Fischer • Joan Griffiths • Trisha and 
Brandon Kett • Vance Landis-Carey and Robert Carey • Leola Lapides and Bob Katz • Marilyn Manning Lonergan and Richard 
Lonergan • John and Megan Martinelli/S. Martinelli & Co. • Robert Millslagle and Bjorg Yonts • Joe and Susan Mingione • Bill 
and Karen Moncovich • Ned and Dinny Nemacheck • Kelly and Maria Nesheim • Amy Newell • Gayle and Joseph Ortiz •  
William and Erica Ow • Pat and Rowland Rebele • Shadowbrook and Crow’s Nest Restaurants • Brian and Michelle Sharpes • Stephen and 

Gail Snodgrass • Ginny Solari Mazry • Rachael Spencer and Kevin Rooney • James Thompson • W. Todd and Corinne Wipke

$1,500+ 

Mike and Kalena Allard • Lowell and Ernestine Anderson • Edward and Kathleen Banks • Tila Bañuelos • Michelle Bassi/Santa Cruz County Bank 
• Carrie Birkhofer/Bay Federal Credit Union • Jonathan H. Boutelle • Blaine and Connie Brokaw • John and Sydney Brokaw • John and Linda 
Burroughs • Andrew and Marilyn Calciano • Gordon and Mary Jane Chambers • Al Cheney • Ceil Cirillo • Diane Craddock and David Hogye 
• Richard and Theresa Crocker • David and Elizabeth Doolin • Dwayne and Linda Downing • Roberta Dunton • Charles and Sandra Eldridge 
• Lou Falek and Lyn MacDonald • Mahlon and Joel-Ann Foote • Geo. H. Wilson, Inc. • John and Sue Graulty • Stephen Green • Ken Haber 
• Kimberly Hallinan • David and Jacqueline Heald • Eileen and Dave Hill • Harold and Dorothy Hyde • Mary James and George Cook • Erik 
and Judy Johnson–Erik’s DeliCafé • Judy B. Jones • Ralph and Julie Kimball • Thomas Lehrer • Karen and Charles Leigh-Wood • Patty Lezin • 
Dominic and Karen Massaro • Keith and Della McKenzie • Albert Nanez • George Newell • Fane and Corie Opperman • Earleen Overend and 
Wayne Palmer • Laura Pease and Bill Scurr • Burton and Cynthia Rees • Nancy Rice Bradley • Maria Esther and Jose Raul Rodriguez • Barbara 
and William Scherer • Carol and Kirk Schmidt • Robert Scott • Greg and Tangie Solow • Jerry and Robynn Walters • Matt Wetstein and Cindy 
Ostberg • Evans Whitaker and Deborah Bronstein • Theo Wierdsma and Julie Hamilton Wierdsma • Sue Wilson • Thomas and Connie Wilson

$1,000+ 

Michael and Toby Alexander • Walter and Janet Alexander • Mary Altier Walker and John Walker • Ann Asche/Locatelli Moving and Storage • Carlos and Jane 
Arcangeli • Charles and Janet Banovac • Brian and Maryann Barry • William and Pat Barton • Susan and Richard Beach • Bob and Susan Bosso • Bowman and 
Williams • Shannon and Tom Brady • Alan and Gweneth Brown • Priscilla Brown • George and Elizabeth Bunch • Thomas Bush and Grace Sanchez • Nancy 
Campeau • Charles and Betty Canfield • Paul Carrubba and Teresa O’Connell Carrubba • Brian and Kay Cayton • Linda Charman • Frederick and Kate Chen • 
Sara Clarenbach • Michael and Barbara Clark • Sarah Clark • Joanne Clever • Virginia Coe • Bill and Cloy Codiga • Karen Cogswell and John Maenchen • Diane 
and Donald Cooley • Margaret Cottle • Arne and Carol Croce • Bud and Martina Cummings • Wallace Dale • Robert Darrow • Doug and Diane Deaver • Daryl 
Dichek and Kenneth Smith • Terry Dowell • Geoff and Sandy Eisenberg • James Emerson • Kristin Fabos and Rye Livingston • Michele Finch • Finkelman Family 
Foundation/Herb Finkelman and Edda Tusinac • Cynthia FitzGerald • Peggy Flynn • Rocky and Judy Franich • Lesley Franz • Jeffrey Galipeaux • Mary Gaukel and 
Les Forster • Robert Goff and Eleanor Littman • Joe Graney/Santa Cruz Bicycles • Diane and Conrad Hamako • Richard and DeAnne Hart • Kathleen Hatfield • Janet 
Heien • Ken Helms • Donald and Diana Henrichsen • Joseph and Bette Hirsch • Ron and Evelyn Hirsch • David and Katharine Hopkins • John Hurd and Kate Kelly 
• Carolyn Hyatt • Kent and Marie Imai • Ron Indra • Ronald and Linda Israel • Helen Jones • Ton and Thelma Jue • Tom and Nanette Kelsey • George and Janet 
Kennedy • Richard and Diane Klein • David and Sharon Kluger • George and Diane Koenig • Ko-Kahuna Trust • Ron Kusel and Carolyn Gong-Guy • John Laird 
and John Flores • Julie Lambert • Linda Larkin and Harold Widom • Nancy Lenox • Victoria and David Lewis • Rick Li Fo Sjoe and Virginia Morris • Mark Linder 
and Mary Dean • Pamela Lowry and Allen Rozelle • Charlie and Georgia Mackh • Gerry Mandel • Allen and Janet Martin • Joseph and Lila Jean Marvin • Mary 
Maselli • Mike and Bertie McElroy • Paul Meltzer • Mark Mesiti-Miller and Donna Murphy • Peter and Debbie Nelson • Linda and Bruce Nicholson • Harvey and 
Judy Nickelson • Rock Pfotenhauer and Linda Wilshusen • Sara Pope • James and Mary Ellen Poth • Muriel Prolo and Jack Samuelson • Colleen Quigley and Stanley 
Lanning • Paula and Robert Quinn • Kenneth and Barbara Reed • Dixie Rees • Randy Repass and Sally-Christine Rodgers • Phyllis Rosenblum • Craig Rowell and 
Cory Ray • Cherri Rupert-Canfield • Thomas Schmida • Mark and Laurie Scurich • Ronald and Cynthia Sekkel • Kathryn Shephard • Karen Semingson • Melinda and 
Thomas Silverstein • Ronnette and Sharen Smithcamp • Elaine-Maryse Solari • Carol and Stephen Spragens • Robert Stephens • Heather Stiles and Trevor Strudley 
• Gabrielle Stocker • Bruce and Barbara Swenson • Julie Thiebaut • James and Deborah Thoits • Anina Van Alstine • Susan True and Ben Wolfe • Michael and 
Anne Watkins • Susan and Nels Westman • Brad and Linda Wiles • Terrence Willett and Jennifer Cross • Kathleen Willot and Glenn Joy • Neal and Paula Woods

*Deceased donors are italicized
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LEGACY GIVING

Kathleen and Ed Banks

Linda and John Burroughs

Marcela Tavantzis and Jesse Plasencia are enjoying a retirement of travel and entertaining friends. From camping on 
the Baja Peninsula to Europe and South American adventures, they are relishing everything their years of hard work has 
earned them. Marcela, a civil engineer, retired from local government and Jesse had a long career as a chef.

Marcela and Jesse have made arrangements to leave Cabrillo in their estate plans, “Because community college was a 
springboard for us to have satisfying careers that sustained us both emotionally and financially, we want to help students 
with meaningful scholarships, so they can focus on school and their long-term goals,” explains Marcela. Jesse is working 
with the foundation to create a special scholarship for students in the culinary program.

They both want to ensure that the money they leave behind will support deserving students who are on a career path. 
“It’s nice to know that our resources will help a student on their path to become financially independent and earn a living 
wage. We feel good knowing that we can help in this way.”8   



Kathleen and Ed Banks Cynthia and Burt Rees
Kevin Rooney, Rachael Spencer,  

and Ron Israel

Paul Meltzer and Patrice Kraemer Elizabeth and George BunchLinda and John Burroughs

$400,000+

The Silicon Valley Community Foundation

$200,000+

Monterey Peninsula Foundation  
SD Trombetta Foundation

$100,000+

The Colligan Family Charitable Fund  
The Barbara Samper Foundation

*Deceased donors have been recognized in italics

$50,000+

Joan Griffiths 
Brian & Patti Herman 
Pajaro Valley Community Health Trust 
Pat & Rowland Rebele 
Paul & Pat Shirley

$25,000+

Betty Ann Altman 
The Peggy & Jack Baskin Foundation 
Richard & Theresa Crocker 
Davidson Family Foundation 
Friends of Cabrillo College 2020 
Nancy Gregg 
Rick & Ruth Moe 
Elliott Mozée

Cabrillo College Foundation Donors
July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020



$10,000+

Bruce Berwald & Jan Parker • Richard & Laurie Brueckner • William & Lupe Burgstrom • California Nursery & Gardens Center 
- Monterey Bay Chapter • Foundation for California Community Colleges • John Fry • Janet Heien • Sarah Hulick • Esther 
& Gerry Levandoski • Edward & Debra Menges • Edward Newman & Leslie Christie • Ow Family Properties • Rotary Club 
of Santa Cruz • Dan Rothwell & Marcy Wieland • Craig Rowell & Corinda Ray • Bill & Brigid Simpkins • Topsy Smalley • 
Thomas Sourisseau • Rachael Spencer & Kevin Rooney • Vertical Raise Trust Account • Sheri Watson-Riley • Peter Weber 
& Victor Ruder • Wells Fargo Bank • Jill & Dick Wilson

$5,000+

Phillip & Robin Adkins • Mary Altier Walker & John Walker • Pegi & Tom Ard • Claire Biancalana & William Kelsay • Harry 
& Mary Blanchard • Susan Bruckner • Caroline’s Nonprofit • Ziggy & Sylvia Cierkosz • Joan Colonna • Daryl Dichek 
& Kenneth Smith • Merritt S. Duncan Trust • East Bay Community Foundation • John & Judy Eiskamp • Finkelman Family 
Foundation/Herb Finkelman & Edda Tusinac • Michael Gruber, D.D.S. • Howard & Patricia Hudson • Therese Johnson • 
Pam Jones & Steve Herskovitz • Leola Lapides & Bob Katz • Main Beach Volleyball Club • Kevin & Barbara Monahan • 
Ned & Dinny Nemacheck • Kelly & Maria Nesheim • Amy Newell • Julie Packard • Carolyn Parham • Miles & Rosanne 
Reiter • Bill & Joan Rentz • Elio & Joy Rodoni • Phyllis Rosenblum • Pamela Santacroce • Mary Solari • Diane Trombetta & 
Tom Davis • Herman & Ruth Utter • Rae Victor • Rachel Wedeen • Ian Wendt • Peppy & Ron Woll • Joyce Wrenn

$2,500+

ACEC-CA, Monterey Bay Area Chapter • American Association of University Women - Santa Cruz • Associated Students of Cabrillo 
College Student Senate • Jim Baker & Nancy Millslagle • Tila Bañuelos • Bay Federal Credit Union • Judy Boemer • Jonathan H. Boutelle 
• Jess Brown • Owen Brown & Mary Akin • California Society of Certified Public Accountants • Gordon & Mary Jane Chambers • 
Ceil Cirillo • Karen Cogswell & John Maenchen • Kathryn Shephard • Mark Cowell • Diane Craddock & David Hogye • Sally Della 
Santina • Ken & Kathy Doctor • Jack Farr • Duf & Paula Fischer • Cynthia FitzGerald • Karen Groppi • Ken Haber • Tiffany Hammer 
• Lu & David Haussler • David & Katharine Hopkins • Roberta Hunter & Donna Meyers • Roger Janow • Erik & Judy Johnson - Erik’s 
DeliCafé • TMA Aptos Fund • Trisha & Brandon Kett • Ralph & Julie Kimball • George & Diane Koenig • Vance Landis-Carey & Robert 
Carey • Large’s Metal Fabrication, Inc. • Marilyn Manning Lonergan & Richard Lonergan • John & Megan Martinelli/S. Martinelli & 
Co. • Joseph & Lila Jean Marvin • Robert Millslagle • Joe & Susan Mingione • Bill & Karen Moncovich • Mary Murphy • Gayle 
& Joseph Ortiz • William & Erica Ow • Burton & Cynthia Rees • Penelope Rich & William Hill • Santa Cruz County Bank/Michele 
Bassi • Corrie Scalisi • Marilyn Schultz • Shadowbrook and Crow’s Nest Restaurants • Brian & Michelle Sharpes • Martha Shedden 
& John Buchanan • Stephen & Gail Snodgrass • Ginny Solari Mazry • Sutter Health Palo Alto Medical Foundation • System Studies 
Incorporated • James Thompson • W. Todd & Corinne Wipke • Dick & Judy Zscheile

$1,000+  
Martha Ainsworth • Michael & Toby Alexander • Walter & Janet Alexander • Mike & Kalena Allard • John & Cheryl Anderson • 
Lowell & Ernestine Anderson • Myra & Bill Angell • Carlos & Jane Arcangeli • Ann Asche/Locatelli Moving & Storage • Ed & Claire 
Bacher • Scott Bagley & Mary Dixon • Bob & Sharon Bailey • Landon & Sarah Baker • Edward & Kathleen Banks • Katy Bannister • 
Charles & Janet Banovac • Brian & Maryann Barry • William & Pat Barton • Susan & Richard Beach • Big Sur International Marathon •  

Sharen and Ronnette Smithcamp Corinne and W. Todd Wipke Mike Allard

Charles and Karen Leigh-Wood Jim Baker and Nancy MillslagleHarry and Mary Blanchard

Rachael Spencer, Ceil Cirillo,  
and Leticia Mendoza

Kelly and Maria Nesheim



Mike Allard

Jim Baker and Nancy Millslagle

Paula and Duf Fischer,  
and Cindy OstbergTom Wilson and Sue Wilson

Rachael Spencer, Ceil Cirillo,  
and Leticia Mendoza

DeAnne and Rich Hart Claire Biancalana and Bill KelsayKelly and Maria Nesheim

Ann Bolger Peruzzi & Nico Peruzzi • Michael & Marianne Booth • Borina Foundation • Bob & Susan Bosso • Bowman & Williams 
• Shannon & Tom Brady • Mari & Ryan Brandt • Blaine & Connie Brokaw • John & Sydney Brokaw • Alan & Gweneth Brown • 
Douglas & Leslie Brown • Priscilla Brown • George & Elizabeth Bunch • John & Linda Burroughs • Thomas Bush & Grace Sanchez 
• Andrew & Marilyn Calciano • Nancy Campeau • Charles & Betty Canfield • Gary & Afagh Carleton • Carothers Family • Paul 
Carrubba & Teresa O’Connell Carrubba • Brian & Kay Cayton • Linda Charman • Craig Chatterton • Frederick & Kate Chen • 
Al Cheney • Sara Clarenbach • Michael & Barbara Clark • Sarah Clark • Joanne Clever • Bill and Cloy Codiga • Virginia Coe 
• Philip Coelho • Lin Florinda Colavin • Craig Coming • Diane & Donald Cooley • Freny Cooper • The Corralitos Woman’s Club 
• Margaret Cottle • Arne & Carol Croce • Bud & Martina Cummings • Wallace Dale • Gerald Dannemiller • Robert Darrow • 
Pamela Davis • Kimberley Dawn & Roger Findley • Doug & Diane Deaver • Sylvia & Jerome Deck • DentalVibe • Persi Diaconis & 
Susan Holmes • Elizabeth & David Doolin • Terry Dowell • Dwayne & Linda Downing • Roberta Dunton • Paul Dutra & Holly Liu 
• Glenn & Adele Eberhart • Robert Edwards & Julie Olsen Edwards • Geoff & Sandy Eisenberg • Georgeann Eiskamp • Charles 
& Sandra Eldridge • James Emerson • Darlene Emmert • Kristin Fabos & Rye Livingston • Lou Falek & Lyn MacDonald • Field Fresh 
Farms, LLC • Michele Finch • Corrine Flanagan • Mahlon & Joel-Ann Foote • Rocky & Judy Franich • Lesley Franz • Mary Gaukel 
& Les Forster • Geo. H. Wilson, Inc. • Mary & Ken Gillespie-Greenberg • Robert Goff & Eleanor Littman • Susan Gorsky • Joe 
Graney/Santa Cruz Bicycles • John & Sue Graulty • Stephen Green • Kimberly Hallinan • Diane & Conrad Hamako • Richard & 
DeAnne Hart • Kathleen Hatfield • David & Jacqueline Heald • Ken Helms • Donald & Diana Henrichsen • Henry Schein Cares • 
Linda Heyburn • Eileen & Dave Hill • Joseph & Bette Hirsch • Ron & Evelyn Hirsch • Bella & Al Hughes • John Hurd & Kate Kelly • 
Carolyn Hyatt • Harold & Dorothy Hyde • Kent & Marie Imai • Ron Indra • Ronald & Linda Israel • Mary James & George Cook 
• Heather Jeche • Helen Jones • Judy B. Jones • Ton & Thelma Jue • Kevin Karplus • Tom & Nanette Kelsey • Catherine Kennedy 
• George & Janet Kennedy • Richard & Diane Klein • David & Sharon Kluger • Randy & Janet Krassow • Ron Kusel & Carolyn 
Gong-Guy • Kuumbwa Jazz Society • John Laird & John Flores • Julie Lambert • Linda Larkin & Harold Widom • Thomas Lehrer • 
Karen & Charles Leigh-Wood • Nancy Lenox • Victoria & David Lewis • Patty Lezin • Rick Li Fo Sjoe & Virginia Morris • Lifestyle 
Escapes • Tommy Lightfoot • Mark Linder & Mary Dean • Pamela Lowry & Allen Rozelle • Charlie & Georgia Mackh • Stefanie 
& Mark Malone • Gerry Mandel • Allen & Janet Martin • Robert & Marty Martin • Mary Maselli • Dominic & Karen Massaro • 
Kirk & Kathy Mathew • Christine McBroom • Mike & Bertie McElroy • Keith & Della McKenzie • Paul Meltzer • Mark Mesiti-Miller 
& Donna Murphy • Victor F. Mockus • Nancy & Rich Morgan • Albert Nanez • Peter & Debbie Nelson • New Leaf Community 
Markets • George Newell • Linda & Bruce Nicholson • Harvey & Judy Nickelson • Sam & Karla Nigh • Omega Nu/Sigma 
Alpha Chapter • Fane & Corie Opperman • Earleen Overend & Wayne Palmer • P.E.O. Sisterhood, Chapter P.H. • Palace Art 
& Office Supply • Laura Pease & Bill Scurr • Alan & Mindy Pedlar • Rock Pfotenhauer & Linda Wilshusen • Dinah Phillips & Gail 
Groves • Sara Pope • James Poth • Muriel Prolo & Jack Samuelson • Colleen Quigley & Stanley Lanning • Paula & Robert Quinn 
• Brandon Raasch • Mary Ratcliff • Redtree Properties, L. P. • Ken Reed • Dixie Rees • Randy Repass & Sally-Christine Rodgers • 
George & Mary Reynolds • Nancy Rice Bradley • Grant & Pamela Ring • Maria Esther & Jose Raul Rodriguez • Debbie & Jeffrey 
Roisman • Rotary Club of Capitola/Aptos • Rotary Club of Watsonville • Gunlek & Junko Ruder • Rudolph F. Monte Foundation 
• Cherri Rupert-Canfield • Ko-Kahuna Trust • Santa Cruz Community Credit Union • Santa Cruz Nutritionals • Barbara & William 
Scherer • Thomas Schmida • Carol & Kirk Schmidt • Robert Scott • Scotts Valley Host Lions Charitable Foundation • Mark & 
Laurie Scurich • Ronald & Cynthia Sekkel • Karen Semingson • Brian Shedden • Melinda & Thomas Silverstein • Ronnette & 
Sharen Smithcamp • Elaine-Maryse Solari • Greg & Tangie Solow • Liz Soluri • Carol & Stephen Spragens • Robert Stephens • 
Heather Stiles & Trevor Strudley • Bruce & Barbara Swenson • The Dante Alighieri Society of Santa Cruz • Julie Thiebaut • James & 
Deborah Thoits • Lonnie Truax & Ian MacGregor • Susan True & Ben Wolfe • Anina Van Alstine • Arnold & Eileen Van Den Berg •  



Jerry & Robynn Walters • Michael & Anne Watkins • Susan & Nels Westman • Matt Wetstein & Cindy Ostberg • Evans Whitaker 
& Deborah Bronstein • Theo Wierdsma & Julie Hamilton Wierdsma • Brad & Linda Wiles • Lela & Don Willet • Terrence Willett & 
Jennifer Cross • Carol & Paul Willette • • Kathleen Willot & Glenn Joy • Eugene & Sally Wilson • Sue Wilson • Thomas & Connie 
Wilson • Olivia Winter & Zerubba Levi • Pat Winton • Georgina Wong • Rene Wood & H. Dennis Sears • Neal & Paula Woods 

$500+

Eva Acosta & Sesario Escoto • Alexis Party Rental, Inc. • Alliance Roofing • Allterra Environmental, INC. • Deborah Arney • B2 Engineering, 
Inc. • Sue Barthol • Paul & Carol Berman • James & Delia Besio • Pat Blanchette • Colleen Brady • Margaret Brandenburg • Sue Broadston 
• Brown’s Underground Septic Construction • Enrique & Elizabeth Buelna • Jack & Lori Burkett • Elizabeth Burns • C. Ray Construction, Inc. 
• Cabrillo College SBDC • California Retired Teachers Association • Call-24 Communications, Inc. • Robert Calvin • Victor Carrillo • Patrick 
& Carla Carstens • E. Lisa & Henry Carter • Catto’s Graphics, Inc. • Kenneth & Susan Coale • Cathy Conway & Soma Goresky • Emily 
Corwin • Steven & Marney Cox • Diane Crawford • Mary Culley & Scott Smith • Devcon Construction, Inc. • Lee & Emily Duffus • Grady 
Dutton • Chris & Frans Eckstrom • Mark & Mariann Eichhorn • Edna Elkins • George & Donna Erickson • Falcon Trading Company, Inc. • 
Anthony Fernando • Food Bin Take Two • Donald & April Foster • Madeleine Francavilla • Laura Furmanski • Sue & Peter Gochis • Paula 
Gomez • Pam Goodman • Graniterock • Green Mountain Foundation • Anna Lorene Hall • William & Jill Harmon • Paul Harvell • Rick 
Herzog • Susan Hoisington • Hudson Brothers, Inc. • Mariko Ikehata • Inland Bay Properties, LLC • Richard Irish • Jacob Young Financial, Inc. 
• Robin Jacoby • Sal Jimenez • Robert Johnson • JW Data, LLC • Doug & Gwen Kaplan • David King • Ted Kirkiles • Cecilia & Jon Koenig 
• Marcella Laddon • Bryan Largay • Danny Leahy • Mary Ann Leer • Gordon & Barbara Leighton • Les Dames Descoffier International • 
Robert Ley & Nancy Twohig Ley • Lifesource Water Systems, Inc. • Denise Lim • Mag One Media • Marc & Susan Mangel • Rachel Mayo 
• Sherrie & Brian McMahon • Rob & Molly McPherson • Paul & Carolyn Mecozzi • Joan Miller • Norah & David Miller • Melody Mills • 
Peter & Kimberly Milos • Patricia & Jeanette Moretti • Robert Morgan • Dania Moss • Sally Mounts • Dawn Nakanishi & Michael Braisted • 
Marlene & Burton Nanus • Network for Good • Joyce Nordquist • Bradley Olin • Walter & Jan Olivieri • Louis & Kathy Paolino • Paradigm 
Sport • I. M. Parker & G. S. Gilbert • Eric & Suraya Parsons • Tonée & Marc Picard • Shannon Pride • Morgan Rankin • Diane Robey • 
Deborah Robinson • Iris Rooney • Rotary Club of Santa Cruz Sunrise Foundation • Ronald & Dorothy Ruby • Linda Sanguinetti • Santa Cruz 
Diner, Inc. • Santa Cruz Firefighters Local 1716 • Santa Cruz Plumbing, Inc. • Santa Cruz Seaside Company • SC Builders • Arthur & Sandra 
Schuller • Norman Schwartz & Mary Ellen Sullivan • Samantha Sharp • Richard Shedden • Robert & Helen Shepherd • Joyce Shimizu & 
Michael Jones • Kris Sidman-Gale & Jacob Sidman • Greg & Robin Sirakides • Bill & Peggy Slakey • Kendall & Kathryn Smith • Jerald & 
Terry Spodick • St. Francis High School • Leta Stagnaro • Melanie Stern-Hill • Jeff Stock & Sonya Newlyn • Faith Stoddard • Ellen Stuck & 
Andre Neu • T. Miller Concrete • Paul Thiltgen & Maureen Roll • Kent Thompson • Matt Toomey • Felipe Trevino • Samuel & Lorena Tuohey 
• Volunteer Centers of Santa Cruz County • Grace Voss • Catherine Weyhe • Brent Wingerson • Dorothy Wise • Anika Young • Zaches 
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GUARDIAN SCHOLARS PROGRAM

Now a graduate of UCSC and a case 
manager for a local nonprofit, Melissa has 
come a long way from her childhood in foster 
care. She gives a lot of credit to her time at 
Cabrillo and the support she received from 
the Guardian Scholars program.
Melissa was a mother of two girls at the age of twenty, 
homeless, trying to leave an abusive relationship, when 
Child Protective Services stepped in and placed her own 
children in foster care. “That turned out to be a blessing 
in disguise, because I just didn’t have a support system to 
help me, but that experience woke me up and that was my 
opportunity to really start focusing and figuring out exactly 
what I needed to do,” she recalled, “that really was my 
wake up call. I was able to get my children back really 
quickly. That’s what led me down my pathway to Cabrillo.”

When she got to Cabrillo, she first tried to figure it out on 
her own, but when she had no way to pay for books she 
was guided to the Guardian Scholars Program. There she 
found a safe place to study, people to help connect her 
with needed services, but most importantly, “It really was 
a safe space to be vulnerable and ask for help. They’re 
capable people and that in itself creates a sense of security. 
It allows you to build trust. A lot of people don’t realize that 
trust is the biggest issue for anybody who’s ever been in 
the foster youth system.

It was a very transformational stage for me, and that is 
why my heart is with Cabrillo. That was the first place  
I proved to myself that I was right to believe in ME.”

Thanks to donor support the 
Guardian Scholars Program at 
Cabrillo College offers:

• Computers and free printing 

• Weekly Academic Counseling,  
 Career Counseling and  
 Student Health visits 

• Connections to other campus  
 services and community resources 

• Scholarships 

• Books and school supplies

010203040

Boosting Educational Attainment
Former foster youth struggle to attain higher education 
relative to their peers. The Guardian Scholars program 
at Cabrillo is making progress at closing the gap.

Foster Youth 4%

Cabrillo Guardian Scholars 20%

General Student Population 36%

PERCENTAGE OF ADULTS IN THE U.S. RECEIVING DEGREE OR CERTIFICATE*According to John Burton Advocates for Youth16   



CABRILLO ADVANCEMENT PROGRAM (CAP)

The CAP program offers tutoring and mentoring to low-income youth in our county with the aim 
of guiding them towards a college education. Recent graduate José started the CAP program 
in 6th grade and shows us what is possible for students in this innovative program.

“The CAP program was like having a second family that was there for you when you needed 
it. Between the CAP after school tutoring and the summer academies, CAP made it easy to get 
help with homework and keep us on track. The great thing about the summer academies is it 
was a great way to tour the Cabrillo campus before I even started thinking about college. 

I have graduated from Cabrillo with my Associates in Radiologic Technology. I am currently 
working in the field and loving every minute of it!

I’m so glad that I was able to be shown a path by the CAP Program and take it all the way to 
the finish line.”
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SCHOLARSHIPS UNLOCK THE DOOR TO CABRILLO

2020 Distinguished Alumni Award —  
George Ow, Jr.
George Ow, Jr. is a successful product of the community 
college system and a model of how far anyone can go with 
a college education. The Board of Directors of the Community 
College League of California selected him as a recipient of 
the 2020 Distinguished Alumni Award in recognition of his 
achievements and generosity. 

In 1989, he and his family established the American 
Dream Scholarship Program at Cabrillo College, providing 
$500 scholarships to local graduating high school students 
attending Cabrillo. For over 30 years, the Ow Family 
contributions to the Cabrillo Foundation total more than 
$800,000.

The American Dream is that much closer for the hundreds 
of local students this aid has helped.

Colligan Family Scholarship for  
First Generation Students
Being first at anything is always hard, and being first in a family 
to get a college education is no exception. A scholarship to 
ease that burden was awarded to 107 deserving students 
through the Colligan Family Scholarship and celebrated in 
a virtual celebration in July 2020.

Bud Colligan encouraged the recipients, “We know that 
education is the foundation of everything and to the extent 
that you can get a good education then your chances of 
realizing your dreams is so much higher.”

“Getting to this point was rough for me, especially being a first generation 
college student. I have a single, undocumented mother, who could not give 
me educational advice, since she never even got to high school back in 
Mexico. I have had to get to this point with the help of school counselors, 
with uncertainty in myself. But I want to set an example for my younger 
sister, so I will keep pushing forward. 

Thank you so much for this funding. I will continue studying and make 
my family proud.”

 — Leslie, Colligan Family Scholarship Recipient 
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Call us at  
831.479.6338

Email us at  
foundation@cabrillo.edu

Visit our website  
foundation.cabrillo.edu

Send us mail  
6500 Soquel Drive Aptos, CA 95003

“We may not be able to meet 
in person for a while, but I 
always enjoy talking to the 
wonderful people who want 
to help our students. I’d love 
to hear from you.”

— Eileen Hill 
Executive Director

Join us and help a student succeed!

Cabrillo College Foundation

DONOR IMPACT

Last year our supporters gave generously 
to help Cabrillo College

Here is the impact:

 

IMMEDIATE NEEDS LONG TERM INVESTMENT

$2.5  million was 
distributed to the college 
for student scholarships 
and college programs

This year $915k
is being invested for the 

long term benefit of students

 The foundation
has an endowment of 

$27 million ensuring 
we can help students for 
generations to come

800
 Emergency Grants 
for Covid-19 relief

annual 
gifts make 
large 
impacts
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ystability for changing 
circumstances

foundation for the future

 2,236 students 
 received scholarships
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November 3, 2019 Cabrillo College marked its 
60th year with a party under a large tent at the 
Watsonville Center. 

Attended by nearly 300 alumni, staff and friends of Cabrillo, 
the event kicked off with a performance by Cheryl Anderson’s 
Choral Program Students.

It was a special moment to remember the visionary words 
of founding president, Robert Swenson:

“In our small corner of the world, we formed an institution 
called a community college, often referred to as democracy’s 
college, and charged it with the task of serving people of all 
ages and backgrounds.”

2 0 2 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

CABRILLO’S 60TH CELEBRATION

Cabrillo’s Sammy the Seahawk greets founding trustee Hal Hyde at the celebration. Sadly, Hal passed away this fall. “It is hard to put into 
words how much Hal meant to Cabrillo College and the education landscape of this county. He was a builder of incredible institutions that 
have state, national, and even international significance. He gave his all in support of our county and our community’s students,” said Matt 
Wetstein, Cabrillo College President and Superintendent. “All of us at Cabrillo are proud to honor his legacy of giving back to the community.”
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